CHAPTER XIV
CAN DEMOCRACY SUCCEED IN INDIA?
I AM not quite sure that democracy has succeeded anywhere.
It certainly has not succeeded in Britain. That indeed, is
Britain's salvation. All it has done is to maintain Britain as
a kind of national grandmother who has never forgotten her
first Sunday school lesson, Britain has carved out her own
democracy. It is a democracy with a king, common sense and
respect for tradition. Perhaps there are as many democracies as
there are peoples to uphold them; if that is so one ought not
to regard British democracy as singular. But there can be only
one conception of "government by the people." And if
democracy is government by the people I can see no country
in the world where such an ideal was more realistically
attained than m India herself. Her caste system is even a
sensible kind of Sovietism. Each caste has its own governing
body and that governing body is supreme in all matters
concerning the material welfare of the caste's members. It
neither accepts nor receives outside interference. Even the
Brahmans treat it with respect, and only give their advice
when asked for it on purely spiritual matters. The caste
council or pancbayat regulates not only the membership of
the caste but also imposes penalties for breaches of the caste
laws, organises charitable efforts for unfortunate fanuhes or
individuals, supervises temples, and ceremonies of a religious
nature, gives judgment on family quarrels, regulates marriages,
investigates divorces where such are allowed, upholds the
Hindu moral code, decides on employments, and generally
moulds the environment of that section of society which conx
cerns it. Even where considerable numbers of Hindus have
been outcasted these form themselves into an outcast caste and
go on living contentedly under their own pancbaytt.
It is true that in many instances the pancbaytf members are
in